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AMAZON BEHIND THE BOARD

Conductor Ksenia Zharko destroys stereotypes.
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Not long ago there was the Second Vakhtang Jordania International Conductors Competition in Kharkov. Conductors of different orchestras from Argentina, Belgium, the Great Britain, Israel, Spain, Poland, Russia, USA and Ukraine took part in it. First Prize was divided between Jury Janko, the principal conductor of the Kharkov Philharmonic orchestra, and Belgian Ivan Mejlemans, the music director of the Amsterdam Chamber orchestra. The Third Prize was awarded to Ksenia Zharko, 25 years old graduate of the Moscow State Conservatoire named after P.I.Tchaikovsky. It is really a very rare case of woman’s success in especially man's competition. There was no age limits to the applicants, though symphonic conducting is fairly considered as a profession of the second half of life. Ksenia had to compete with skilled, well-known masters, that makes her achievement even more valuable. …

…In 1996 she entered the Theoretical-Composer Department of the Moscow State Conservatoire, and one year later – Opera-Symphony Department of the same establishment (prof. Vassily Sinaisky). Ksenia has graduated both Departments with First-Class honoured degree diplomas. …

…While studying in the Moscow State Conservatoire she became the active participant of the international master classes, held in Dresden by Sir Colin Davis, Honourable Doctor of the Royal Academy of Music (London). It was not easy to become an active participant, as all students had to pass a strict pre-examination. On these master classes participants worked with the fine orchestra of the Hochschule fur Musik named after К.М. von Weber. …

…In all interviews Ksenia often says, that Brahms is her talisman. When she finished choral-conducting Department in Music College, she performed "Gipsy songs" by Brahms. When she entered Opera-Symphony Department of Moscow State Conservatoire Ksenia conducted Brahms’ 1st Symphony. There was 3rd Symphony by the same composer in the program of master classes in Dresden. At the graduating examination in the Great Hall of Moscow Conservatoire - the 2nd Symphony (Symphony orchestra the Ministry of Defense of Russia). At the competition in Kharkov - the 3rd Symphony again. Thus, Brahms became her destiny. …

…On the master classes in Dresden Sir Colin Davis told Ksenia, that Brahms in his symphonic and concert works transfers deep man's experiences, that "women can never go deep into his music" and that is why, in maestro’s opinion, the female nature can not be combined with Brahms’ music. Ksenia asked maestro to give her a chance to prove the opposite. And she managed to make this, when she conducted with great inspiration the 3rd Symphony. Ksenia considers that Brahms has his own attitude to music sound. His music is full of impetuosity, tender lyricism, its extemporaneous style is combined with a strict logic of development. Ksenia can listen this music for hours. …

…Today the woman behind a conductor's stand still looks even more unusual, than in a cabin of a spacecraft. But Ksenia Zharko dreams to destroy this stereotype. And it looks like she has made this.

